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Benefice Notices for Advent Sunday
Sunday 30" November 2025

Worship & upcoming events.

Thursday 4™ December No mid-week Holy Communion.

Friday 5" December 5.30pm, St Margaret’s - Evening Prayer (BCP)
Saturday 6™ December 10am - 3pm, All Saints’ - Advent Joy

Next Sunday (7" December)

Second Sunday of Advent

10am United Benefice Eucharist (BCP) All Saints’, Highbrook
Bishop Ruth, The Bishop of Horsham, will be Celebrant and Preacher

(Please Note: There will 7oz be a service at St Margaret’s on that Sunday.)

60.00pm  Carols in the Square Queen’s Square, West Hoathly

Forever in our hearts this Christmastime: Whether you lost someone many
years ago or it’s your first Christmas since they died,
|| Christmas can be a particularly painful time. If you
are missing someone you love this Christmas, we
| invite you to light a candle in St Margaret’s Church
and write their name on an angel shape to hang on

| our special remembrance Christmas tree. The
church will be open especially for this on
Wednesday 17" December, from 4.30 - 5.30pm. All welcome.

Parish Christmas cards: The cards are now available. Please help us to spread
the invitation to every house in the Benefice by offering to deliver the cards to a
road or two. The cards are at the back of each church, and in St Margaret’s are

divided into roads or areas. Thank youl!

Mission — joining in with God’s work of love in the world.

Refugees Welcome Crawley, a local refugee support charity,
welcomes your donations of pre-loved suitable clothes in excellent

» w ¢ condition all year round. As Christmas approaches, they would also
love to receive gifts of festive chocolates and biscuits to share with refugee



families at their Christmas events. New socks, underwear, gloves or woolly hats,
packs of cards, colouring books and crayons or similar would also be much
appreciated to supplement clothing distributions at this time of year. You can
leave donated items 1in St. Margaret’s Church porch or email
rwechair@gmail.com to arrange alternative drop-off/collection. Thank you so

much for making a difference! www.refugeeswelcomecrawley.co.uk Reg. Charity no. 1186127

% The Royal British Legion Appeal 2025: The local
8 villages collection total currently stands at a marvellous
£6,949.79! Thank you so much for your generous response
to the appeal. Every penny goes to supporting the work
of the Royal British Legion as they support veterans and
§ their families. Also, remewed thanks to everyone who
contributed to the amazing poppy cascades in St

Margaret’s during Remembrancetide.

Stewardship - generous giving to and through God

St Margaret’s Churchyard Working Party: The next Churchyard working
party will be #his coming Monday (1 December) at 2.00pm.

All Saints’ Cleaning: A big thank you to all who helped recently and all those
who have helped to keep All Saints’ sparkling throughout 2025.

Christingle making in St Margaret’s Church - Tuesday 23" December at
10.30am: We will be making Christingles for the Crib Service on Christmas Eve.
Please help to prepare them — it will only take about an hour. Thanks.

Our Advent and Christmas Events: Thank you for the sponsorship we have
received so far for these events. This year the costs will be around £500 /£600
so more sponsors would be greatly appreciated. Please consider if you could
help to cover some of the costs. Any donations, big or small, would be gratefully
received. Contact Rev’d Heather or our churchwardens if you can help in this

way. Thank you.

Carols in the Square - NEXT Sunday 7" December at 6pm: Volunteers are
needed to help with marshalling the road closure barriers (from 5.15pm - 7.15
pm), to shake collection buckets at the end of the singing, to tidy up etc. Could

you spare some time to lend a hand?


mailto:rwcchair@gmail.com
about:blank

Refreshments after the Carols in the Square: We plan to provide mulled wine
and mince pies. Please could you let us know if you can help with serving the
refreshments or if you are able to provide some mince pies.
Please speak with Rev’d Heather, Derek or the churchwardens if you can help with our
preparations for Christmas in any of these ways. Many thanks indeed.

Events — growing together as a community.

JQY ‘ Joiﬁ us .for

All Saints' Highbrook
Saturday 6th December 2025

10am - 3pm
With procession of lanterns from Finche Field at 5.40pm
F 40y
We are Celebr‘aﬁng AdvenT by followed by carol singing outside The Cat Inn
’ _ 2 Mince pies and mulled wine afterwards in St Margaret’s
decorating the church with stars, which
Wl” be on d'splay Pleasz e”-her- brlng Bucket collection In aid of St. Margaret's Church
stars (home made is gr'eClT) to the Carol sheet car;' be downloaded from
church (any time from now) or come and : Nt/ fwesthostity org ok

make one on the day.

(O THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

Study — deepening our understanding of God.

24 Day Advent Candle - A daily devotion: Many of us may wish to ‘do
December differently’ and to get away from the consumerism and social
pressures which dominate the countdown to Christmas. If that sounds appealing
to you, we invite you to pick up from St Margaret’s a daily devotional resource
which provides a different focus as we move through this Advent season.

Prayer - spending time with God.

}%\ Evening Prayer on Fridays at 5.30pm in St Margaret’s: You are
| \3‘3 invited to leave your prayers on the prayer tree in St Margaret’s (and
Vs they can be anonymous if you wish). All prayers left each week are

offered up to God at Evening Prayer on Fridays.

Prayer for the week:
Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns,
turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in onr Lord and Savionr, Jesus Christ. Amen



For our Prayers.

Please remember to pray for yourself, for our communities, for our nation, and
for the whole world.

The sick and housebound or in need of especial guidance: Alana, Glen, Mary
Darlinson, Joyce Fish, Mary Cocking, Gill Couchy, Steve, Stella, Sylvia, Joyce
Johnson, and Mark.

Those preparing for Marriage: Sophie & Joe.

The recently departed, and for those whose anniversary of death falls around this
time, Royston Guy and Richard Muncey and all who are grieving for them.

For God’s blessing on the homes of our parish — this week we pray for all who
live in Chilling Street, Plawhatch Lane and Balcombe Lane.

For God’s blessing on the life of the church families of our deanery — this week
we pray for the clergy & church family of St Mary’s, Slaugham.

For God’s blessing on St Margaret’s Building Project as the tendering process
gets underway and a faculty from the Diocesan Chancellor 1s applied for.

If you wonld like to add someone’s name to the prayer list, please email Rev'd Heather

(beather.wilfin/ 8(@gmail.com). 1f you are asking for someone else, please make sure you have their
permission to have their name added publicly.

For details of how to join others online for prayer, worship, study, and community
life, and for updates, please check our website:
www.allsaints-highbrook.org.uk & www.westhoathly.org.uk
And social media:
Facebook - @stmargaretswesthoathlyallsaintshighbrook
Twitter - @StMargarets_ WH
YouTube - search for St Margarets West Hoathly All Saints Highbrook’

St Margaret’s Easyfundraising page:
Scan the QR code or follow the link here
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmargaretswesthoathly

to raise free donations to us at no extra cost to you!

CONTACT DETAILS
Vicar: The Reverend Heather Wilkin
Email: heather.wilkin7 8@gmail.com Telephone: 01342 529047
Heather’s rest day is usually Monday.
Churchwardens of St Margaret’s:
Ann Hutchings (churchwardenstmarsarets@outlook.com or

Tim Baker (churchwardenstmargarets(@outlook.con)
Churchwardens of All Saints’:

Adam Hackett (adamjphacketf@ontlook.com) or
Roager Cobden-Ramsay (Roger.cobdenranisay@gmail.con)
Items for Notice sheet: Email Karen at brkb410(@gmail.com (ideally by Wednesday 12noon.)
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